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compelled to submit and to allow the latter to carry
the Countess off to his own lodging; but he dispatched
a messenger to Forlimpopoli with orders for the im-
mediate return of Allegre and his horse, and in the
morning^ after Mass, he had the army drawn up in
the market place; and so, backed by his Spanish,
French, and Italian troops, he faced the threatening
Swiss.
The citizens were in a panic, expecting to see battle
blaze out at any moment, and apprehensive of the
consequences that might ensue for the town.
The Swiss had grown more mutinous than ever
overnight, and they now refused to march until they
were paid. It was Cesare's to quell and restore them
to obedience. He informed them that they should be
paid when they reached Cesena, and that, if they were
retained thereafter in his employ, their pay should be
on the improved scale which they demanded. Beyond
that he made no concessions. The remainder of his
harangue was matter to cow them into submission,
for he threatened to order the ringing of the alarm-
bells, and to have them cut to pieces by the people
of Forli whom their gross and predatory habits had
already deeply offended.
Order was at last restored, and the Bailie of Dijon
was compelled to surrender back the Countess to
Cesare. But their departure was postponed until the
morrow. On that day, January 23d, after receiving
the oath of fealty from the Anziani in the Church of
San Mercuriale, the Duke marched his army out of
Forli and took the road to Pearso.t
Caterina Sforza-Riario went with him. Dressed in
black and mounted upon a white horse, the hand-